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THE KING OF LOVE, MY SHEPHERD IS 
L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ !Ǌǘ [ƛƴƪƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ άYƛŘΩǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƴŜŘŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜΗ 
  
During my childǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ L ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƪƛƴƎΥ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ 
ŀ ƪƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŀ ƪƛƴƎ ǿŜŀǊΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŀ ƪƛƴƎ ǎƛǘ ƻƴΚέ 
  
CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ŀ ƪƛƴƎ ŘƻΚέ hƴŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƻȅ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ōƻƭŘƭȅΣ ά²I!¢9±9w 
I9 ²!b¢{Ηέ 
  
So it is perhaps for those who are kings in our world today, but it was not so for Jesus. Jesus was born into this world to 
Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƪƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŀȅǎΣ άƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ǿƛƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜέ - even if this will means 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, and dying for us on the cross.  Jesus is a king who is willing to do whatever it takes to show 
us how much we are loved. 
  
As Christmas approaches and we contemplate the miracle of the baby who is laid in the manger, let us not forget that 
the wood of the manger will eventually become the wood of the cross. The wise men foreshadow what is to come in 
bringing myrrh as one of the gifts for the Christ child. Much later in the story, when Jesus criŜǎ ƻǳǘΣ άL ǘƘƛǊǎǘΣέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
cross, he will be offered myrrh mixed with wine. [myrrh was thought to be a pain killer] Later yet in the story, the 
women will bring myrrh to the tomb of Jesus in the hopes of covering up the stench of his decaying body. [Myrrh was 
also a sweet smelling spice that was often used to make perfume] 
  
The fourth verse of the familiar Carol, We Three Kings of Orient Are, proclaims: 
   Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
   breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
   sorrowing, sighing, blessing, dying, 
   sealed in the stone cold tomb. 
  
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŦƭŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ  
dying for us. 
  
The wise men finish their song praising Jesus. I pray this is our response as well: 
   άDƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ƴƻǿ ōŜƘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ ŀǊƛǎŜΣ 
   King and God and Sacrifice; 
   ƘŜŀǾΩƴ ǎƛƴƎǎ ŀƭƭŜƭǳƛŀΤ 
   ŀƭƭŜƭǳƛŀ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎΦέ        

A Blessed Advent¦Christmas, - Phil Ruud, Pastor 
  

CHRISTMAS 2009  WREATHS &  POINSETTIAS  
As in previous years, we have ordered 5 live wreaths from the Boy Scouts and 12 poinsettias from  
the FELC Youth to decorate the church. If you wish to give a gift toward this goal, please return this  
coupon with your gift to the church office. Thank you. Deadline for memorial gifts to be included in the Christmas 
bulletin is Friday, December 18, 2009. 
  
_______ $15 Wreath  ______ $15 Poinsettia   ______ Monetary Gift 
  
In Memory of _______________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
  
From ______________________________________________________ 
  
$ ________ is enclosed.  

  



FIRST THINGS FIRST 
STEWARDSHIP 2010 

Thanks to all of you who witnessed that Jesus is your King on Christ the King Sunday as you made a financial 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ нлмлΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
place you commitment in the offering plate or drop it off or mail to the church office. Thank you so much! 
  
Thanks also to all of you who supported the Feed My starving Children project with your gifts of money or 
time or both. On November 21stτ535 people packed over 106,900 meals. It will make a difference. Thank 
you. 
  
Thanks to all of you helped support the building of a Habitat for Humanity home here in Cannon Falls with the 
gifts of your time and money. I was touched at the CCIC Thanksgiving service, when the new owner of the 
home, Dawn Nygaard said, άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ŀ ƘƻƳŜΦέ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƘŜǊ 
gratitude and joy. Thanks for helping make it happen. 
  
Our special Christmas offerings this year will be divided three ways: $500 will go toward Habitat for Humanity; 
funds will go toward our benevolence commitment to our synod and the wider work of the church, and to our 
own general fund. 
  
Even though our general fund expenses have been less what is budgeted, we finished the month of October 
with a negative balance in the general fund of $2,239. 
  
We are called to tell the News of Jesusτon the mountain, over the hills, and everywhere! Our church relies on 
you and your gifts to enable this to happen. Thank you for your giving. 
  

FUNERALS  Carol Ann Wangen   Thurs., November 19, 2009 

BAPTISMS  Sunday, November 15   Brooks Nelson Hagen 
    Sunday, November 29   William Joshua Holz 
   

The Alzheimer's-Memory Loss Support Group will not meet in December so they can attend the Advent Service of Comfort and Hope 
on Thursday, December 17 at 7 p.m. This worship venue emits the true feeling of the Advent season: calm, thoughtful & beautiful 
and a wonderful way to slow down the hustle & bustle of the commercial season surrounding Christmas & Hanukkah.  
  

SWOCτSTRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES, OPPORTUNITIES, CHALLENGES 
  

On Sunday, December 13th we will shorten our worship services to allow time to break into smaller groups 
and share in an exercise that will give us input on the ministry of our church as it is now and how we might 
move to make it even better in the future. A committee plans to gather and summarize these comments and 
give a report as part of our Annual Meeting in Sunday, January 24, 2010. Please participate in this exercise. It is 
important. Thanks in advance for your involvement. 
  

Colla borative Cuisine  
Does this interest you? What is it????   
  
It is a small group opportunity for 8 people to gather and share a meal at least 4 times a year.  We will place 8 
people (individuals and couples) in a group.   
  
The group will decide how often they meet. It may be every other month, or quarterly.   
Each twosome will take turns arranging the gathering.  It may be in the home or it may be in a restaurant.  
Each group will determine how it meets.   If you are interested, please sign up on the posted sheet on the 
bulletin board.   
  
We will begin this fun, tasty small group opportunity in January 2010.   



  

THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR DAN 
  

I had the wonderful opportunity to finally bring my wife and new son home today (11 -23).  William Ivar was born on 

November 19 th  at 3:30 in the afternoon. Four days later we were finally able to bring him home, healthy, beautiful, 

child of God, full of limitless potential.  I was greatly relieved to finally get my whole family back home together 

again, and am a proud father  for a third time, and we believe the last time!!  

 On the way home we stopped by Three Links Care Center in Northfield to visit another child of God.  We 

took William to see Don, Sarahõs dad.  To understand what Iõm going to write I need to explain something about 

Don.  Don wanted nothing more in this world than to have grandchildren.  When Donny, his namesake was born, he 

was so proud, I donõt think there was anyone he didnõt tell.  He and Judy would make the hour and a half drive one 

way up to our place t o stay for an hour visit.  He would hold him for hours.  Same with Karis, he would sit there and 

hold her just content just to have her sleep in his arms; anyone who has spent time holding a newborn knows how 

addicting that is!  

 Don has Alzheimerõs, sometimes it is hard to figure out what is going through his mind, many times it seems 

like nothing; a shell remaining of a once great man who was full of love and compassion, grace and knowledge.  It is 

difficult to see the devastation that this disease has lef t, and knowing that it continues to destroy and will not 

stop robbing him of precious memories and his humanity until it finally kills him.  

 But today, today I witnessed a man who still knows, at some level in his mind what it means to him when he 

meets one of his grandchildren for the first time.  Even if he couldnõt find the words, his mannerisms and his 

actions all said that he wanted to hold this child that he should hold him.  We had been unsure at first, thinking 

that it might be difficult for him or  problematic in some way, but when we were there it would have seemed wrong 

not to let him hold William.  Sarah placed William in Donõs arms and stood next to them supporting Williamõs head.  

Don moved his face until it was touching Williamõs head and just sat there cuddling with his third grandchild much 

the same way he did with the first two; it was beautiful.  Sarah and I cried.   

 In this season, Advent will be upon us by the time anyone reads this, in this season of waiting for the 

coming Christ child,  waiting for the incarnation of God, waiting for Christmas, for God to come near to us, I invite 

you to look around and to notice where God is already among us, to rejoice in those moments.  Where will it be?  In 

the voice of a friend you have not spoken w ith in a long time; in the greeting you receive by someone wishing you a 

òMerry Christmasó or a òHappy Holidaysó.  The possibilities are endless.  I saw it today in the tenderness shared 

between a man who no longer remembers my name and my newborn child.   

 This Advent season, this Christmas season, I thank God for all the blessings in my life: my family, friends, 

loved ones, house, home, and beauty in the midst of, and sometimes in spite of pain and sadness.   

 I wish you all a very blessed Christmas, and may the peace that surpasses all understanding dwell in your 

hearts and minds throughout this holiday season and beyond.  

Peace, 

Dan Forsgren, Pastor  
  

Reminder, anyone who purchased a poinsettia from the youth can pick it up on Sunday, December 6 th .  Thank you 

for your support of FELCY!  
  

CROSS  
pre-K through 5th grade presents their 

Christmas Program  

Sunday, December 20  

at 10:30 a.m. worship time 
  



The Youth Of FELC Present 

The  Pies the Limit   
  
  

Who:  Anyone who is willing to bake a pie (or it could be a cake, cookies or bars), and who would like to help our youth raise funds for our 

Summer trips.  And also those who would like to bid on these pies and thus take them home to enjoy! 
  

How it works:  

1) Bring your pie (or whatever) to church Sunday morning Dec 20st by 9 a.m. and we will place it on a table with a sheet for people to place their 

bids. 

2) People will bid on the pies, by writing their bid and their name on the sheet, until church starts and immediately following church. 

3) The auction will end 20 minutes after second service (or until all have had a chance to get their bids in). 

4) Winning bidders pay for their pies and bring them home. 
  
All bakers and bidders go home with the knowledge that they helped our youth ministry.  This should be fun, so come with some goodies, and go 

home with some new goodies!  Letõs see how this works. 

Hint:  Please put you pie (or whatever) on a plate that does not need to be returned.  This will make it easier for all.  Thank you! 

 

FELCY NEWS 
  

(First English Lu theran Church Youth)  
  

I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving, and are looking forward to time spent with family and friends over the 

Christmas season.   
  
A couple of things to mark on your calendars:  
  
Roller - skating at Belle Creek:  3 rd - 12 th  grade youth are invited to attend this fun event at Belle Creek on  

Sunday, December 13 .  We will have the place to ourselves from 1 -4 p.m.  There will be chips and pop.  Cost is only 

$5, with skate rental included if you need them (or bring your in -line skates if you have them).  In fact, we are 

opening this event to everyone, so Mom and Dad, Grandma and Grandpa, lace up those skates!  Younger grades can 

come too; all we ask is that a parent stays with those children under 3 rd  grade.  To get to Belle Creek, just  head 

east on County 1 from the Edgewood, then turn south (right) on county 8 and youõll drive right past it.  Pastor Dean 

will be putting together the music, so it will all be òfamily friendlyó, yet it will still rock!  No need to meet at 

church, we will just meet there, as itõs so close!  Letõs fill up that place and have a great time. 
  
Lock- in: this is for grades 6 - 9 December 18 - 19 we will have a Lock-in at the church.  Expect to be dropped off 

at about 8:00pm Friday night and then picked up at 7:00am t he next morning.  We had a great time last year and 



like last year we will have games, movies, snacks and a wonderful time.  Look for a sign -up sheet if you are 

interested so we can plan accordingly for numbers, and bring a friend, they donõt need to go to church here to hang 

out and have a good time!  
  
Skiing at Spirit Mountain:  Yes it is that time of the year to start thinking about skiing at the end of January!  

Grades 7 - 12 , we will leave on Thursday Jan 28 th,  ski at Spirit Mountain the next day, the 29 th  and come home 

that evening.  Cannon Falls has no school that day so all who love to ski, or even like it a lot, mark your calendars.  

We will be posting more information about this at a later date.   
  
Boston 2010:  Those youth grades 8 -12 planning on going on our summer mission trip to the Boston area next year, 

we will have a meeting on Sunday December 13 th  following second service.  The purpose of this meeting will be to 

discuss the trip, watch an informational video about YouthWorks, talk about thing s to do on the way out there, and 

most importantly, get the names and numbers of who is going locked in. I need to have this information in to 

YouthWorks mid -January.  So please plan on being there, and parents are always welcome!  

 

  C
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  Pre-school 3 & 4 year olds through 5th grade meet on Sundays at 9:15 a.m.ς 10:15 a.m. 
  

Sixth Grade meets on Wednesday evenings at 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
  

The following information is the card all CROSS youth and parents will receive regarding the Faith Step journey here at First 
English. The Christian Education Board is excited to implement this program more thoroughly this coming school year. Your 
ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ Dƻŀƭ ŎŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ {Ƴŀƭƭ /ŀǘŜŎƘƛǎƳ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ммǘƘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ 
these two items, duplicates are available in the Sunday School gathering room. 
  

CROSS SCHEDULE 2009-2010 

 



  

Save your Betty Crocker Box Tops for Education, YŜƳǇΩǎ DL±9 Ψ9a р ŎŜƴǘǎ, bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ Yǿƛƪ ¢ǊƛǇ aƛƭƪ 
ahh[!IΧ and from the Cannon Falls Econo Food StoreτhǳǊ CŀƳƛƭȅ ōŀǊ ŎƻŘŜǎΣ ǎƻǳǇ ƭŀōŜƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΩǎ 
Soup Labels for education. Please place them in the marked box in the church office. Thank you! 

We continue to collect Cannon Falls Econo Foods grocery 
receipts and give the proceeds to the CCIC Good Samaritan 
Fund. When we save $150,000 in receipts, we will receive 
$1,000. The collection box is in the church office.  

  
Total receipts received: $137,657.76 Only $12,342.24 to go! Round #5   Thank you! 
 Guidelines for the CCIC Good Sam Fund can be found on our website at www.firstenglishchurch.com  
  

WORLD HUNGER UPDATE 
  
The average Food Stamp benefit is $1 per meal, per person. Give World Hunger Appeal an amount equal to the average cost of 
meals for a typical day at your house. 
  
Think & Tell: What would make your next Christmas celebration more meaningful and less stressful? 
  
Read: Luke 1:46-55 
  

SOCIAL MINISTRY   NEWS & INFORMATION 
  
The Sewing Group packed for LWR (Lutheran World Relief) 19 quilts, 4 layettes, 1 health kit, 5 tams, scarf & mitten sets, 
5 cap & mitten sets and saved 7 quilts for the Christmas Project Giving Tree. They also reserved for the Food Shelf:  
5 tams, scarf & mitten sets, 12 slippers, 2 pair of mittens. Cathy Rehm transported the gifts to South St. Paul on 
Thursday. Sewers includes Chris Pofahl, Phyllis Wilson, Martha Mensing, Cindy Husaby, Joanne Johnson, Loraine 
Moorhouse, and others. 

http://www.fristenglishchurch.com/


  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FOUNDATION NEWS & INFORMATION 
DEAR FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH FOUNDATION BOARD SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE, 
I WAS HONORED TO RECEIVE THE SCHOLARSHIP FROM YOUR ORGANIZATION. I APPRECIATE YOUR CONFIDENCE IN ME AND WILLINGNESS TO 

CONTRIBUTE TO MY FUTURE EDUCATION. AT THE CURRENT TIME, I AM MAJORING IN MOVEMENT SCIENCE TO COMPLETE MY BACHELORΩS 

DEGREE AT WINOA STATE UNIVERSITY. AFTER GRADUATING, I WILL CONTINUE MY EDUCATION TO BECOME A PHYSICAL THERAPIST. 
AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR CONTRIBUTING IN MY FUTURE.         SINCERELY, KORIE 

JACKSON 
  

Parish Nurse   December 2009 
  

Dear Family and Friends of First English Lutheran, 
  
άbƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƎƛŦǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǾŀǊƛeties of services, but the same Lord; and 
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given 
ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ǿƘƻ ŀƭƭƻǘǎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜǎΦέ (1 Corinthians 
12:4-7, 11) 
  
Here we are, once again, in the season of gift-giving. For some, Christmas may be a little different this year, 
because economics have shaped the way we celebrate. Many have found it necessary to limit the amount of 
money spent on gifts to loved ones; some may have eliminated gift-giving altogether. Perhaps it is time that 
ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
make the connection between Christ and our gift-giving, Santa becomes the spirit of Christmas. 
  
A devotional that I read this past week said that this might be the year that we who are blessed with adequate 
finances may really want to help others. We have an opportunity at our church to take a tag off of the Giving 
Tree as part of the Goodhue County Christmas Project so that someone in our community may have a gift. 
Many of you donated your time and money to the Feed My Starving Children event on Nov. 21. Thank you! 
106,900 meals were packed (sent to Senegal, Africa) and that will feed 293 children 1 meal a day for 1 year. 
Our local food shelf also received some money thru this event and this is another area where you may help. 
The 180 households served each month will be blessed. A donation to the Salvation Army or any of the other 
social service agencies will really be appreciated ass they will be stretched thin as they try to meet the demand 
for all types of servicesτnot only toys. Our local Good Samaritan fund thru the Community Church Interaction 



Council always is in need of funds to help people meet emergency needs in the Cannon Falls area. If you have 
questions, please give me a call. 
  
CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǊŎƛŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ CƻǊ άǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
manifestatƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƎƻƻŘΦέ .Ŝ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нрΣ 
but throughout the coming years. Let others come to know him through your words and deeds. 
  
Some other notes:  
1) I continue to receive thank you notes from people who receive prayer shawls. Thanks to those of you who 

knit them for giving to others.  
2) 2) The Shepherd Center has received permission from the school to use the old elementary gym for walking 

from 1-3 p.m. each day. If you would like to walk with someone or need a ride to the gym, please let me 
know.  

3) 3) I am also available to review Medicare Part D prescription drug programs with seniors who want more 
information. Appointments can be made thru the Shepherd Center at 263-2136 or by calling me at 263-
2115.  

4) 4) The Health Advisory Board will also be helping at the Advent Service of Comfort and Hope on Thursday, 
December 17.  

5) 5) Blood pressure screenings are available between services on Sunday, December 6. 
  
Christmas Blessings! 
Betty Nelson, Parish Nurse, 263-2115 or 263-3042 
  

MUSIC MINISTRY     DECEMBER 2009 
  

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH YOUR INSTRUMENT! 
Once again, we will have an all church "band" on the last Sunday of December, the 27th, for one service at 9 a. m.   
Come at 8:30 a. m. with your instrument and we will have parts for you to play on carols.   
Brass, woodwinds, whatever you have - do come! 
  
CHOIR, PRAISE TEAM, BRASS REHEARSAL SCHEDULES for DEC. 
  
Choir 
 -Dec. 6, sing 2nd service 
 -Dec. 13, sing 1st service 
 -Dec. 20 off (SS program) 
 -Dec. 27 off (Carols, Praise Team) 
  
Praise Team 
 Rehearse Wed., Dec. 16th, 7 p. m., sing 17th (Advent Comfort & Healing) 
 Sing Dec. 27th, Carol Service, 9 a. m. one service 
  
Brass Choir 
 Rehearse Wed. Dec.2, 7:30  p. m. 
 Rehearse Dec. Dec. 9, 7:30 p. m. 
 Play in church Dec. 13 for both services 
  
WE HAVE LOST TWO GREAT MUSICAL SAINTS... 
 Dr. Paul Manz, Cantor (music director) for years at Mt. Olive Lutheran in south Minneapolis, 31st and Chicago, and later 
teacher at the seminary in Chicago. He was a beloved organist, improviser, gentleman, and composer of "E'en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly 
Come" which sold over a million copies and was borne out of grief at the possible loss of a son years ago.  He died at age 90 and his 
funeral was well celebrated on Nov. 8 at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in St. Paul. 
 The Rev. Herbert Brokering, worship leader, pastor, curriculum writer, hymn writer, and renaissance man for the entire 
ecumenical church.  His funeral was celebrated recently at Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis. 
 While we shall miss these saints, their works live far beyond their lives into future generations.  Their music and words are 
heard frequently in this parish. 
  



CONSIDER COMING TO WASHINGTON D. C. AND THE NATIONAL CATHEDRAL NEXT FALL  
with Richard and Katherine Collman 
Please see the brochure information in this newsletter (see separate attachment)and consider signing up through us of 4-Seasons 
Travel at 1-800-328-4298.  The dates are Sept. 30-Oct. 3, 2010, with an all inclusive-price of airfare, bus, admissions, and guide 
service with quality accommodations. 
 

ADVENT SERVICE OF  
COMFORT & HOPE 

  
Thursday, December 17  

7 p.m.  
This is a candlelight service of  

Advent reflection, hope, and healing 
  

Refreshments following worship 
  

First English L utheran Church  
511 W. Belle St., Cannon Falls, MN  

  

 
  

Womenôs Advent Party 
Sunday, December  6 
2 p.m. 

Musical Entertainment by  

Richard Collman, Mary Jill Duncan, & Michelle Schroeder 
  
Dessert & Refreshments following program 

 
Altar Guild will be decorating the church on Saturday, December 5 at 9 a.m. 

 

MEMORIAL & GIFT OPPORTUNITIES 
  
Needs 
Narthex  - *Welcome Table     Gift toward the principle of the building loan. 
Property - Extra Tall Step Fiberglass Ladder 
OfficeτComputer tower & software upgrade 
Sanctuary ς Organ Stop 
  
The Memorials/Furnishings Committee was established to coordinate good stewardship and the designation of gifts and memorials to First English, 
as well as, placement and use of such gifts. Remember, these gifts are in addition to your pledge to building fund 
LET GODΩS GRACE SHINE. If you are planning to give a gift or memorial, please contact the church office. 
  
Thank you -  
Dar Qualle, Sue Josephson, Tesha Johnson, & Betty Nelson. 
  
*THE COMMITTEE HAS ATTEMPTED TO PRIORITIZE ITEMS MORE URGENTLY NEEDED. WE ARE WORKING ON ESTABLISHING AN ESTIMATED DOLLAR AMOUNT.  
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN CONTRIBUTING TOWARD THESE ITEMS OR OTHERS, PLEASE CONTACT A COMMITTEE MEMBER OR PASTOR PHIL. 

  

 
 



MEMORIALS & GIFTS     NOVEMBER 2009 
  
In Memory of Lowell Nappin from Donna Kimmes; In Memory of Evelyn Shorter from Lowell & Sharon Anderson, Kathy & Richard 
Shorter, Roy & Elaine Green, Kerry & Helen Kreisler, Donald & Carole Shorter; In Memory of Esther Robinson from Karen Pawloski; In 
Memory of Loved Ones from Mary Althoff;  In Memory of Marlene Erickson from Jim & Arletta Soule;  In Memory of Carol Ann 
²ŀƴƎŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǊƛ hΩ.ȅǊƴŜΣ 5ƛŎƪ ϧ WŜŀƴŜǘǘŜ {ǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘΣ {ǘŜǾŜ ϧ aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ ±ǊƛŜȊŜΣ tŀǳƭ ϧ aŀǳǊŜŜƴ .ƻǳǊƴŜǊΣ ²ŀȅƴŜ ϧ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ 
Winslow, Bev Stedman, Marlys Weber, Grayden Moorhouse Family 
  

SERVICE GROUPS 

December 2009 
Baird, Jon & Tammy 263-4462 Coble, Laura  263-4609 Dahl, Dennis & Karol   263-2971   
Dalton, Mike & Mary 263-5107 DeRosier, Jim & Cindy 258-4143 Duden, Justan & Tara 507-649-2234   
Elias, Ken & Barb  263-2410 Hermanson, Duane & Cheryl 263-3842 Johnson, Greg & Sheri 263-3372 
Johnson, Mike & Laura 263-3241 Kautz, Dean & Marcia 263-2835 Kimmes, Andy & Jeanie 263-0695  
Meyers, Keith & Tammy 263-0538 Miller, Greg & Lisa 263-5427 Novotny, Sarah  263-3846  
Pagel, Jim & Lynette 263-4745 Peterson, Scott & Lisa 263-3337 Quale, Luther & Dolly 263-2655 
Qualey, Laura  263-4259 Sabin, Mark & Cheryl 263-0345 Scott, Norman & Geneva 263-4458 
Showers, Barb  263-4280 Strack, Evie  263-2986 Vagts, Fred & Tami 263-0307  
Wilson, Tammy  263-0309 
Coordinatorτ Dean & Marcia Kautz 
  

January 2010 
Althoff, John & Phyllis 263-3416 Bergeson, Bonnie  263-3413 Burton, Jen  651-307-9904  
Carlstrom, Wm & Wanda 263-2598 Cook, Marilyn  263-5366 Edlund, Jim & Jan  263-3647 
Ellingson, Roland & Kay 263-4541 Freeberg, Donna  263-3657 Grosland, Mark & Kathy 263-0653 
Husaby, Gerald & Marilyn 263-3111 Illa, Mark & Kathy 298-0687 Johnson, Gary  263-8852  
Johnson, Karen  263-3572 Kautz, Fred & Virginia 263-4817 Kusilek, Mark & Teri 263-2161  
Larson, Chad & Stacy 263-5705  Lundell, Jason & Lisa 263-0153 McCormick, Jeff & Heidi 263-0585 
McDaniel, Lee & Lisa 263-3405 Miller, Kelly  263-0821 Montgomery, Mike & Jodi 263-3993  
Sue Quale  263-2999 Reber, Rollin & Darcy 263-7307 Sabin, Paul & Kay  263-3670  
Schabert, Ida  263-3500 Sebo, Nancy  263-3592 Whipple, Julie  651-437-1607 
Wojahn, Fred & Deb 263-4023   
Coordinatorτ Kathy Illa 
  

Newsletter Deadline for the January issue of the newsletter  
Tuesday, December 22 

Deadline for changes to the Sunday bulletin  
10 a.m. Thursday morning. 

  

DECEMBER WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

SUNDAYS DECEMBER 6, 13, & 20 AT 8 & 10:30 A.M. 
  

ADVENT SERVICE OF COMFORT & HOPE  
Thursday, December 17 at 7 p.m.  

This is a candlelight service of Advent reflection, hope, and healing. Refreshments following worship 
  

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT & COMMUNION SERVICES 
Thursday, December 24 at 3, 4:30 & 10 p.m.  

  
Sunday, December 27 at 9 a.m. Service of Lessons & Carols  

  
 



FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN PACKING EVENT SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST 
This event met all the goals that the CCIC committee had set! 
1) 100,000 mealsτPACKED 106, 820 MEALS. THIS WILL FEED 293 STARVING CHILDREN 1 MEAL A DAY FOR 1 

YEAR! 
2) 500 volunteersτ535 PLUS UNCOUNTED COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES; 221 KIDS; 314 ADULTS (106 

VOLUNTEERS WHO SIGNED UP AT FIRST ENGLISH ATTENDED) 
3) $17,000 for FMSC; $1,700 for the Food Shelves in Cannon Falls and Randolph. No final tally on 
funds but receipts are over $23,000. 

Thanks to all of you who participated with your time and talents to make this event so memorable for everyone. We 
praise God for all of your gifts. The food packed on Sat., Nov. 21 was sent to Senegal, Africa.  Check the bulletin board for 
pictures.   
Jenny Erickson & Betty Nelson (representatives to the CCIC-FMSC Committee) 
  

We have an opportunity at our church to take a  
tag off of the Giving Tree as part of the Goodhue County 
Christmas Project so that someone in our  
community may have a gift. Please return the gift,  
unwrapped [you may include wrapping paper with the gift], 
to the church on Sunday, December 13.  
Thank you. 
  

 

 Our sympathies to Richard & Katherine Collman and Family on the loss of Richardôs mother, Doris Lenore Collman, who 
passed away in her sleep Sunday, November 22, 2009. Doris would have been 101 years old on December 27th.Her 
funeral service was held at Cromwell United Methodist Church. To sign the guest book and offer an online tribute: 
www.atkinsnorthlandfuneralhome.com 
  

CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

Thursday, November 12, 2009 
Board Meeting Highlights 

  
October offerings were $30,621.13, and of this total $18,747.30 went into the general fund.  We dropped another $3,000 this month 
in the general fund as our balance in the checking account ended with a minus ς($2,238.77).  Our hope is that everyone continues to 
remember the financial situation of the Church and helps us to re-gain some of the funds in the general fund.  The total Building 
Funds still have a 3 months mortgage reserve.  Benevolence and Bldg Expenses gifts are a little bit under budget, but the Youth 
funds continue to be in good shape. 
  
Both Pastors attended the Synod Theological Conference in La Crosse.  Twin Rivers Assisted Living would like a minister from the 
various Churches to lead their worship and at this time Pastor Phil already leads a worship service at the Nursing Home and Park 
Street.  Adult Bible Study and Confirmation are in full swing.  Pastor Phil has Continuing Education coming up in February with the 
Theo Probe Conference that he has attended for many years.  Pastor Dan thanked the Congregation for the generous Harvest Dinner 
ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ¢ǊƛǇ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ tƻƛƴǎŜǘǘƛŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ also 
having a Pie Sale.  Pastor Dan was not able to attend the Youth Convention in Atlanta this month as his child is due close to the time 
of the convention. 
  
Evangelism is organizing a trip to the Christmas Carol on Nov 29th.  Stewardship is continuing to work on the Pledge Drive with Nov 
22nd as Pledge Sunday.  Social Ministry is working on the Feed My Starving Children Project scheduled for Nov 21st.  Worship & Music 
has scheduled the Christmas services and programs and will be going to Setting 3.  Property is continuing to work with the insurance 
company and roofers on the shingle repair and the handicap door openers are working well.  Christian Ed reported that Sunday 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ ϧ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ά¢ƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴέΦ  ¸ƻǳǘƘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ōƻǿƭƛƴƎ 
for 3rd ς 6th grades and planning another Lock-In.   
  
The need for a Nursery during Church services is being referred to the Youth & Family committee.  A committee has been formed to 



Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ϧ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ !Řǳƭǘ CƻǊǳƳ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  During the 
staff conversations this Fall, we were informed that there is a need for updated computer & software equipment in the office.  Rick 
Hughes volunteered to be the Mission Interpreter that the Synod asked us for last month.  The undesignated Christmas offerings will 
be divided up between Habitat for Humanity, Benevolence commitment needs and the general fund. 
  

January ï October  2009  

Total Budget Amount Needed as of 10/31 242,700.00 

Total Gen Fund Budget Expenses 229,608.20 

Total Gen Fund Pledge Income 194,387.06 

Bal in Checking Acct 10/31 -($2,238.77) 

  
Communion Helpers Month of DECEMBER 2009 
Sun, Dec 6th 8:00 Teri Kusilek, Rick Hughes, At large 
  10:30  Karen Coakley, Roland Spillman, Royce Anderson 
  
Sun, Dec 20th 8:00  Rick Hughes, Tom Shorter 
  (10:30 ς No Communion ς Christmas Programs) 
  
Thurs, Dec 24th  3:00pm Brenda Deutsch, At Large   
  4:30pm Scott Johnson, Rick Hughes 
  10:00 pm Karen Anderson, Tom Shorter 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2009 Worship Participants 

Date 8:00 a.m. 

Acolyte 

Lay 
Reader 

Ushers Greeters 10:30 a.m. 

Acolyte 
Lay 

Reader 

Ushers Greeters Communion 

Sun.  
Dec. 6 

Sun. 
Dec. 13 

Sun. 
Dec. 20 

Christmas Eve, Thursday, Dec. 24 

Sunday., Dec. 27 
9 a.m 

Service of Lessons & Carols 

Mason Harty 
Back-up: 
Allison  

Hansen 

Dean 

Kautz 

Dean & 
Marcia 

Kautz 

Scott & 
Brenda 

Jackson 

Sam Feidt 
Back-up: 

Tanner Holt 

Pagel Fred & 
Tami 

Vagts 

Greg & 
Lisa 

Miller 

Dec. 6 
Set-up: 

Stephanie 
Fox 

  
Clean-up: 
Stephanie 

Fox 

Leah 
Meyers 
Back-up: 

Tom Miller 

Randy 

Nelson 

Kim  

Howden 

Randy  

Nelson 

Reid  
Hommedahl. 

Back-up: 

Alex Korkowski 

Ginger 

Bauer 

People 
of First 

English 

Katie &  
Lauren 

Lecy 

Tom Miller 
Back-up: 

Leah Meyers 

Katie Lecy 
Sarah 

Novotny 

Scott & 
Brenda 

Jackson 

Alex 
Korkowski 

Back-up: 
Reid H. 

 

Greg & 
Lisa 

Miller 

Barb 
Elias 

Tammy 

Meyers 

Dec. 20 
& 24 

Set-up& 
Clean-up: 
Stephanie 

Fox 

3 p.m. 
Acolyte 
Austin  
Noble 

Back-up:  

Taylor Carlson 

3 p.m. 
Greeters 
People of 

First  

English 

3 p.m. 
Ushers 

Barb Elias 
Tammy 

Meyers 

4:30 p.m. 
Acolyte 

Erica Sabin 
Back-up: 

Anna Nelson 

4:30 p.m. 
Ushers 
Jim &  

Lynette 

Pagel 

Acolyte 
Megan 
Bauer 

Back-up: 
Ethan Dalton 

   

4:30 p.m. 
Greeters 
People of 

First  

English 

10 p.m. 
Acolyte 
Jordan  
Lundell 
Back-up:  

Dylan Moen 

10 p.m. 
Greeters 
People of 

First  

English 

10 p.m. 
Ushers 
Gary & 
Melissa 

Thomas 



  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sun Mon  Tue Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

    1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31 Jan. 1 2 

  

 

Coffee  

Fellowship 

Barb Elias Evie Strack Evie Strack No Fellowship 

Altar Guild: Kathy Niebeling 298-0973 & Marlys Weber 263-2737 

Dec. 6                        Dec. 15         Dec. 20      Dec. 27   

December 2009  

8 & 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion  
Blood Pressure Checks  

& Coffee Fellowship 
9:15 a.m. CROSS, Forums  

& Choir Rehearsal 
2 p.m. Womenôs Advent Party 

8 & 10:30 a.m. Worship  
Coffee Fellowship 

9:15 a.m. CROSS, Forums  
& Choir Rehearsal 

11:30 a.m. Youth Mission 
Trip Meeting 

1-4 p.m. Skating at Belle 
Creek 3rd-12th grade youth 

Gift return for Christmas 

Project 

8 Holy Communion 
Coffee Fellowship 

9:15 a.m. CROSS, Forums  
& Choir Rehearsal 

10:30 a.m. CROSS Christmas 
Program  

pre-K through 5th grade 

9 a.m.  

Service of Lessons & Carols 

5:30-7 p.m. 
Budget  

Meeting 
7 p.m. Ruth 

Circle at Park 
Street 

9:30 a.m. Rachel 
Circle  

at Church 
Noon Miriam 

Circle at C. 
Husabyôs 

6 p.m. Mentor 
Nite-meet at 
Lundbergôs 

Funeral Home, 
Pizza at church 

later 
7:45 p.m. Adult 

Bible Study 
  

10:45 a.m. Communion  
at Angelôs Care Center 

  
6:30 p.m. Executive 

Council 

10 a.m.-Noon 
Food Shelf 

  
9 a.m. Altar 

Guild  
decorating 

10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study at 

Park Street 
  

7 p.m. Grief  
Support 

6:30 p.m.  
Confirmation 
& 6th grade 
Wednesday 

School 
7 p.m. Brass 

Group  
Rehearsal 

7:45 p.m. Adult 
Bible Study 

  

8:30ðNoon WIC Clinic 
10 a.m.ðNoon  

Food Shelf 
6 p.m. Piano Recital for 

Jane Petersonôs  
Students 

7 p.m. Church Council 

10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 

at Park 
Street 

6:30 p.m.  
Confirmation & 6th 
Grade Wednesday 

School 
7 p.m. Praise 

Team  
Rehearsal 

9-11 a.m. Sewing at 
Church 

4:30-6:30 p.m. Food 
Shelf 

7 p.m. Advent Service  
of Comfort & Hope 

  

2:30 p.m.  
Communion at 

Park Street 
4 p.m. Social 

Ministry  
Committee 

8 p.m. Youth 
Lock-In 

7 a.m.ðYouth 
Lock-In Ends 

  
9-11 a.m.  
Christmas 

Project Pick-up 

7:30 p.m.  
Chemical Health  

Initiative 

10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study 

at Park 
Street 

No programming 
Christmas Eve  

Candlelight & Holy 
Communion Worship 

Services 
3, 4:30 & 10 p.m. 

Office 
Closed  

No Bible Study 

at Park Street 
Office 

closed 

10 a.m.ðNoon 
Food Shelf 

  

No programming 



Senior Pastor: Phil Ruud pruud@frontiernet.net Home:  263-5785 
  
Associate Pastor: Dan Forsgren forsgrend@frontiernet.net  Cell: 298-0323 
  
Church Office:   263-3042 Office Hours: M-F; 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.E-Mail: felccf@frontiernet.net  
Website: http://firstenglishchurch.com/ 
  

CHURCH COUNCIL 
Royce Anderson- Secretary    651-278-2193 kernie@embarqmail.com Dolly Beebe 263-3981   
Karen Coakley  263-4305 Brenda Deutsch 263-4009 brendad@whiterockbank.com   
Maddie Grosland 263-0653 mkgros@citlink.net   
Rick Hughes - President  263-0464 lnrhughes@citlink.net 
  
Scott Johnson  651-258-4452  ScottyJ@sleepyeyetel.net   
Teri Kusilek  263-2161  terijo@frontiernet.net   
Joni Peine  263-2735  jonip@frontiernet.net   
Mark Sabin  263-0345  mcsabin@citlink.net   
Tom Shorter  263-5284  tshortercf@frontiernet.net   
Roland Spillman - Vice Pres. 263-3248 dsspillman@frontiernet.net 
  

FOUNDATION BOARD 
Dennis Brekken 263-3636 Greg Miller  263-5427 millfarm@citlink.net   
Randy Nelson - Pres. 263-5331 rlnelson2@yahoo.com   
Barb Shorter - Sec. 263-5284 tshortercf@frontiernet.net   
Jamie Winchell 263-8706 winchell.jaime@cannonfallsschools.com   

OTHER STAFF CONTACTS 
Treasurer: Karen Anderson  651-210-5992 andersonkf@frontiernet.net 
    
Organist, Praise Team, The Band & Brass Choir: Richard Collman 507-645-1357 rkcollman@msn.com 
    
Choir Dir.: Mary Jill Duncan  263-7332 billandmaryjill@citlink.net 
    
Custodian: Cindy Lund 263-2606 amlund@frontiernet.net 
  
Parish Nurse: Betty Nelson 263-2115 bjnels109@yahoo.com   
Prayer Chain Coordinators:  
June Ista   263-2837  
Sharon Beske   263-3669 
  
Anne Harty  - Food Shelf Coordinator 507-298-1500 
  
Financial Sec.: Lynette Pagel  home: 263-4745 felccf@frontiernet.net or chicagoe@citlink.net  
  
Data Entry Spec.: Kay Ellingson    263-4541 krellingson@frontiernet.net 
  
Office Vol.: Thelma Peterson 263-9444 
Counters: Kathy Niebeling, Chris Pofahl, Cindy Husaby, & Jeanette Sutherland 
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